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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING DRAFT MINUTES
The Annual General Meeting was held in person at 2.30pm Thursday 24 September, Jeffrey Smart Building, University of South Australia, Adelaide
Present: Marie Sierra (Chair) (UNSW), Simon Biggs (UniSA), Simon Cooper (NAS), Denise Ferris (ANU), David Hawkins (Curtin), Shane Hulbert (RMIT), Jennifer Jones-O’Neill (Federation), Ingrid Kellenbach (ACSA), Bruce Slatter (Curtin) Courtney Pederson (QUT), Charles Robb (QUT), Carole Wilson (Federation), Kit Wise (University of Tasmania)
In attendance: Louise Mayhew (Executive Officer)
The Chair, Marie Sierra, welcomed those attending to the meeting.

1. Minutes of 2014 AGM
Minutes of the previous meeting were accepted without alteration.
Moved: Kit Wise
Seconded: Denise Ferris 
2.
Chair’s Report
The Chair reported on major ACUADS activities of the last year.

In 2015, ACUADS developed a new sector support initiative in the form of small grants. Guidelines are available on the website, and the first formal round will close at the end of October. ACUADS began this new initiative via two small grants: $3300 to DAAO for Western Australia-based training, and $4000 to Craft + Design Enquiry for copy-editing and image reproduction fees.
Two ACUADS awards will be announced tomorrow evening, both for Distinguished Teaching. Nominated staff are from the Adelaide Central School of Art and Swinburne University of Technology. The Executive have worked on making the awards process more rigorous and are pleased to announce a new award for early career teachers.
Three postgraduate scholarships of $500 were awarded to students from James Cook University, Edith Cowan University and the University of South Australia.
Julian Goddard, appointed 2012, retired from the Executive in 2015. 

ACUADS provided feedback to the PRAN (Peer Review of Assessment Network) project and worked with the DDCA in relation to ACOLA’s (Australian Council of Learned Academies) review of Australia’s Research Training System. This important response was being coordinated without input from the humanities or arts.
The Executive is in the process of discussing initiatives for the year ahead, including setting up a database of thesis examiners and conducting a scoping study on examination models.
3.
Independent Audit Report and Certificate by Member of Committee

The auditor’s report was accepted by the membership and the Certificate by Member of the Committee was signed by Kit Wise.
Moved: Kit Wise
Seconded: Ingrid Kellenbach
4.
State/Territory/International representation
The Chair raised the possibility of encouraging or mandating state-based representation. It was agreed that ACUADS is small enough to be mindful of state-based and regional representation without mandating the matter.
5.
Annual Subscription
In 2014, members at the AGM decided to maintain, rather than increase by 3% CPI, ACUADS membership fees. The Executive additionally decided to readjust the smallest membership category from <250 to <600 EFTSL. The three factors that governed these decisions, namely the effect of the DDCA, uncertainty of university funding and inconsistent membership, are still in effect, therefore we propose that membership fees stay the same, rather than increase by 3% CPI, for 2015/2016 membership. 

Under 600 EFTSL: $938
Under 1000 EFTSL: $1,327
Over 1000 EFTSL: $1,565
Two memberships: $3,130
Affiliate (non-voting) (30% of the “Under 600 EFTSL” rate): $281
Individual membership: $100
It was noted that Affiliate membership may be appropriate for particularly small schools.  

Moved: Simon Cooper
Seconded: Denise Ferris
6.
Appointment of the Auditor

The meeting agreed to reappoint the current Auditor, Rod Hutton of McLean Delmo Bentleys. 

Moved: Shane Hulbert
Seconded: Jennifer Jones-O’Neill
7.
Election of Executive
The Executive Officer was appointed as a Returning Officer. Ballot papers were distributed to present members and the following were voted onto the Executive:

Simon Biggs
Denise Ferris
Shane Hulbert
Jennifer Jones-O’Neill

9.
2016 Conference Venue: Queensland University of Technology 
Charles Robb was co-opted onto the Executive in the role as 2016 Conference Convenor.
Moved: Simon Biggs
Seconded: Jennifer Jones-O’Neill
The Executive immediately convened to elect Office Bearers:
Denise Ferris (Deputy Chair)
Shane Hulbert (Treasurer)
Kit Wise (Secretary)


